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dream was verified; the merchant did as he
was bidden, and the monk's body immedi-
ately changed into pure gold. The family
hairdresser happened to be present at these
strange proceedings, and felt tempted to
repeat the profitable experiment. So he
hurried off to the nearest monastery, and
asked a plump and sleek-faced Buddhist if
he would mind coming home with him, and
tell him the value of some old manuscript,
scratched in the Deva script on birchen bark,
which he said had come into his possession.
The good-natured priest, who was of a
bookish turn, readily consented. When they
had entered the house, the villain bolted the
door, and gave the unsuspecting monk a
tremendous thump on his bald pate. The
piteous cries of the victim aroused the neigh-
bours; the barber was arrested, and duly
punished.

The floating wisdom of India is embedded
in the HITOPADESHA or Book of Good Counsel.
Current proverbs and moral lessons are
presented in graceful verse, and form an
excellent class-book, which is used all over
India to teach Hindu boys the elegancies
of Sanskrit composition, just as -ZEsop's
Fables are parsed and studied in our